Annex 1: East Malling and Larkfield PC Comments

From: Valerie Severn, EM&L Parish Council <valerie.severn@btconnect.com>
Sent: 10 October 2019 10:47

To: Robin Gilbert

Subject: TM/19/01814/0A - Land west of Winterfield Lane, East Malling

For the attention of Robin Gilbert

Hi Robin
East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council would like to make the following comments on the above:-

Archaeological Assessment

The Parish Council is working through the individual documents which it notes are mostly headed up “Leybourne”
although this site has always been in East Malling for hundreds of years as shown by this document.

This had lead on page 12 to setting out what the Domesday Survey records about Leybourne instead of East

Malling. For accuracy we wish to record that the entry for this Parish, then called Metlinges, states it was part of
the possessions of the Archbishop of Canterbury with 7 carucates of arable land plus 3 in demense an 38 villiens plus
12 borders. It records the church with 5 servants, two mills, 21 acres of meadow, plus wood for the pannage for 60
hogs. This is taken from Hasted. The church is no doubt that of St James the Great in East Malling village.

He goes onto the record the Manor of East Malling was given to the nunnery of the adjoining parish of West Malling
where it stayed until dissolved in 1538. This no doubt included this land rather than it being dominated by the
Leybourne Castle as the submitted document states. Indeed in more modern times the land was probably
connected to The Hermitage, West Malling the A20 gate cottage to which still exists on the A20 shown as “Lodge”
on the north west corner of the OS Map of 1936 at Figure 9. With a driveway leading to The Hermitage and tree

lined.

Furthermore, at paragraph 4.8.2. reference is made to the map of Andrews and Drury of 1769 that is purported to
be at Figure 3. However, the map extract there shows the area around Birling Place in the entirely different parish
of Birling Place in the entirely different parish of Birling and not the area of where the development site is
situated. We ask the correct extract is provided.

We would also place on record that Winterfield Lane bordering part of this site to its east is clearly ancient sunken
road especially at the London Road (A20) end and led up to a group of buildings of some sort at Couch Green (see
1797 Map at Figure 4) so in our view is a local historical feature. As the maps show footpath across the area are
long standing and both may lead to “finds”?

We consider care should be taken in developing the site, if this was allowed, and that appropriate conditions should
bge imposed to make sure any archaeology that may come to light is recognised.

Regards
Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council
01732 844546



Robin Gilbert

From:
Sent:
To:
Subject:

Importance:

Hi Robin

Valerie Severn, EM&L Parish Council <valerie.severn@btconnect.com>
16 October 2019 15:44

Robin Gilbert

FW: TM/19/018140A Forty Acres Field

High

I have been asked to report that a resident has drawn attention to what he describes as the picturesque copse at
Forty Acres Field which contains raised and undulating earthworks.. It is said these are of unknown age or purpose.

The Parish Council has previously commented on one of the historical reports and would ask this site be
investigated. At the very best if permission were granted there should be a condition to make sure there is a watch
for archaeological finds which may come to light.

The site is of course next to the A20 road from London, a turnpike between Wrotham and Larkfield Gate close to
Wealden Hall, and it will be recalled that Roman remains have over the years been found at nearby Larkfield lastly

at what is now Bradbourne Fields

Regards

Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council

01732 844546



From: Valerie Severn, EM&L Parish Council

To: Planning Applications

Cc: David Thornewell

Subject: TM/19/01814/0A Forty Acres
Date: 26 October 2019 16:35:57

For the attention of Rohin Gilbert
Hi Robin

Herewith further comments from East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council on the above
application:-

These are further comments addressing the issues of the proposed community hall, the
public footpaths, and the proposed link road through the site from the A20 to
Winterfield Lane. The parish council objects to the principle of development of this
green field site and these will follow shortly.

e Community Hall.

The application proposes a new community hall but as we have indicated we would
question the need for such a hall here as there are already three halls within East Malling.
There is the parish council owned hall in New Road; the Institute hall next to the King and
Queen run by a separate charity; and the hall and other facilities close to this site in
Chapman Way. This last set of buildings was the former primary school and is also run by
another separate charity with not only a hall but a Pre-School next door. There is also a
café and a number of community events take place. And there is a Scout Hut off Mill
Street.

Further afield there is a community hall on the other side of the A20 at Leybourne and a parish
council owned hall, Larkfield Hall, in New Hythe Lane and also two smaller halls at Church Farm.
If this application is approved we would welcome the concept of improving such community
facilities but this might be best achieved by upgrading the halls that already exist.

Public Footpaths.

The site is crossed by public footpaths MR119 from the A20 diagonally across to Lucks Hill and
West Malling Station and MR 120 from the A20 opposite Rectory Lane to Winterfield Lane at its
junction with Chapman Way. These are well used footpaths used for recreational purposes
including dog walking especially by the residents of the built up north of A20 at Leybourne and
Larkfield. They are also used by those walking to and from West Malling station. They are also
used for longer walks taking in the countryside southwards by linking to MR117 and the whole
network between East and West Malling.

e |tis the Parish Council’S view these are important paths and their existence is a relevant



planning consideration. The comments of the Public Rights of Way Unit of KCC are noted
and if the development is approved we would support everything they say. We would look
to appropriate conditions to be made either through planning or highway legislation.
However, the whole ambience of these paths would be changed and they would cease to
be rural public paths and instead be changed to routes running through a built-up area.
This would be a wholly difference experience for users and we fell the loss of these rural
paths would be detrimental to the local community.

The Link Road.

The parish council OBJECTS to the link road running through the site as it considers it would
attract traffic to it and be likely to increase traffic using the network of roads and lanes to the
south of the site and between East and West Malling.

e |tis noted that the current A20/Winterfield Lane/Lunsford Lane junction with its traffic

light is estimated to be at overcapacity by the end of the draft Local Plan period. Indeed
there is queuing at peak times for traffic coming out of Lunsford Lane and Winterfield
Lane to join the A20.

The background to this is that by observation the parish council is aware of traffic going
north/south follows a route from the A228 along Leybourne way turning right into
Lunsford Lane or Gighill Road to travel southwards to the A20. There is an opposite flow
and this use is particularly at peak times. Some of this traffic then turns right off A20 into
Lunsford Lane to head south either via Lucks Hill into West Malling or left along Chapman
Way to New Road and then south through East Malling village with its constricted nature
to join A26 at either Teston or Wateringbury. Some vehicles also use the narrower route
south up Broadwater Road and either Pikey Lane or Well street out via The Heath to
Waternbury Road. This “by passes” East Malling High Street and Chapel Street with its
narrow carriageway and parked cars with congestion at peak times.

It should be recorded the route down to Teston is part of a “southern by pass” to
Maidstone with drivers going over Teston bridge. From Wateringbury traffic lights the
route south joins the A228 to Paddock Wood and beyond.

These flows are separate from those people who use the A228 across junction 4 of the
M20 and then via the Leybourne and West Malling by pass.

We are of the opinion that a new road through the estate will attract through traffic to it

ds:

1. It avoids the “hollow lane” section Winterfield lane up to Chapman Way.
2. Traffic coming out of Lunsford Lane to use Winterfield Lane and vice versa get caught by

two sets of lights at the junction whereas using the new road will avoid this.
. All new roads attract traffic and people who currently do not use the route may divert to
it.

By attracting traffic to the route through the new residential area it will be detrimental

to the new house occupants. Such new residential areas should not immediately become part of
the through road routes. It is also the case that the



Southern part of Winterfield Lane being a lane with no footway is unsuitable to accept
more traffic including extra movements from this development and would be particular
detrimental to pedestrians whose needs should be taken into

Account. The same applies to the lanes between East and West Malling such as
Broadwater Road which form part of the designated Quiet Lanes network made by KCC and
which is intended to be to the benefit of walkers, cyclists and

Horseriders.

It would appear these possibilities have not been taken into account either by the
Highway Authority or the applicants although we appreciate they are to some extent a
matter of prediction. We ask they be fully considered.

Regards
Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council
01732 844546

East Malling & Larkfield Parish Council



From: Valerie Severn, EM&L Parish Council

To: Planning Applications

Cc: clerk@westmallingpc.org
Subject: TM/19/01814 - Forty Acres
Date: 25 November 2019 13:03:00

Attachments: Forty Acres Info.pdf

For the attention of Robin Gilbert
I—H Robin
Further comments in respect of the above from East Mallling and Larkfield Parish Council:-
1. It has been drawn to our attention the site may have been crossed by an ancient highway
—“Army Street” — as per the attached article and map in “Archaeologia Cantiana” Volume

89 by a then local historian C L Sinclair Williams who lived in Well Street.

2. The map shows a route from the A20 diagonally to Couch Green so historical finds may
come to light along that route.

Regards
Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council
01732 844546
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THE CWYLLA OF
KING EDMUND’S WEST MALLING CHARTER

By C. L. Soveram Wo LIAMS

AT some time during his brief reign from 4.D. 942 to 046 King Edzmund
made a gift of land in Kent to Buhrie, Bishop of Rochester 1 The
location and extent of this land approximated to he present parish of
West Malling, but the precise interpretation of the bounds given in $he

~charter has remained » subject of speoulation.

Of special interest is 5 reference to a spring or streem, nsar the
voundary with Easi Malling, for which the cha: ter emaploys the Anglo.
Sexen word ewylla? {eesyllon in the obligue cags). Wallenberg @hﬁgm@;@_ﬂ

that this i ‘the omly case of cwylle “well, spring” evidencad in OB.” :

He says forther: "Well Sirect n Bast Walling may pechaps be &
reminiseenes of the fasch thas there was & swylls in this districs.’s

In aceordance with the customn of the times ths body of the chazber
was in Lafin with the definttion of the bounds in Old English. In
reproducing this charter Thorpe rendered the Old Einglish into Latin s
but mistranslated the untamiliar word cuylls. His vergion of the paseage
where this word ooeurs is: % 83t rectn Ausirum versus gh Orienie erosia
(vel patibuli}s uague ng ampinm viam. T rendering into modern English,
Fielding perpetuated this error, and compounded i by adopting
Thorpe’s alternative ag $hough 5 wers part of the original toxt, thus;
‘and 30 southward from the sast of the eross op gallows %o ths

~ broadway.’s

The relevant passage in the original Qld- English (substituting
modern formns for the runie ¥h’ and “w’) is as follows: “OF cineges fyrbhe
on offahames gewmaers, Thapan on here siraet, andlang siraste ofar
tylle burnan oth east mes ltinga gawnasre, & swa riht suth be easten tham
twyllan oth tha, wyde strast, suth andlang siraste on geriht oth cincges
fyrihe. This may be translated into modsm English 2s: From the

1 W. G, ds G, Birah (ed.), Cortuloriom Sozorisune, Londen, 1385-93, 779,
. YdLR. 0, Hal, Coneise Anglo-Sawpn Digiionary, London, 1393, 83, gives
‘“Uylla—wsll spring’, x[
I K, Wallonbery, Kenrish Placz-numes, Uppssla, 1931, 252.
4.4. Thorps, Begisirum Boffense, London, 1789, 479,
. SR E Latham, Bewised A edizval Latin Word List, London, 1985, 338, gives
Peicfbu&swf—gibbaz c. 1138, 1430; cross, rood 11e, 1249, post 1300; pillory, 1570.°
That Thorpe gave it ag an alternative suggssis that hs had only the meeming
‘8ibbet’ in mind,
1 > C. H. Fielding, Memorizs of Malling and 13 Vallzy, West Malling, 1393,
i
i1,
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From: valerie.severn@btconnect.com

To: Planning Applications

Cc:

Subject: TM/19/01814/0A Forty Acres, East Malling
Date: 10 January 2020 11:24:28

For the attention of Robhin Gilbert
Hi Robin

Having read the letter from Boyer dated 9th December we wish to record we are pleased the
amendment proposes the removal of the link road through to Winterfield Lane, and this
amendment is now shown on the illustrative Master Plan.

The Parish Council felt for the reasons previously given, this would be detrimental not only to the
new residents if permission is granted by having a through road across the site but the wider
community by increasing traffic flows on the roads and lanes to the south.

It is noted that a footpath link and cycleway is still shown out to the Winterfield Lane/Chapman
Way junction with just an emergency access. This is supported.

At our meeting it was pointed out that existing public footpath MR120 also emerges here and it
would be desirable they be on the same line. Looking at the layout it would seem a diversion of
this path which runs across to the A20/Rectory Lane junction would be necessary. No doubt this
would be considered in due course with KCC, and we would record we feel the link to Rectory
Lane should be kept.

Regards
Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Council
01732 844546



From: valerie.severn@btconnect.com
To: Planning Applications
Subject: 19/01814 Forty Acres

Date: 11 February 2020 13:14:01

For the attention of Robin Gilbert

1.

We have noticed that the Landscape Officer by response dated 14th January 2020 was to
make further comments on the landscape aspects of this application.

We would draw attention to the Medway Gap Character Area SPD which does make
reference to the character of the London Road,Leybourne and especially on page 22 and
the map on page 23. We ask this be taken into account in assessing this application. The
map particularly shows the shaw opposite the junction with Rectory Lane which we
consider to be an important local feature. There is also a scattering of small trees along
the A20 northern boundary of this site some of which were cut down last year and
arguably some are within the limits of the highway.

The map also shows the narrow belt of woodland separating Winterfield Lane, an old
sunken highway, from the Winterfield estate to the east and highlighted in green. But
there is also the same belt of trees adjoining the eastern boundary of Forty Acres on the
bank, again some on highway land, and these trees create an archway effect over
Winterfield Lane giving an important local character. This should be kept.



From: valerie.severn@btconnect.com

To: Planning Applications
Subject: TM/19/01814 Residential development - land on corner of Winterfield Lane, East Malling
Date: 14 February 2020 09:29:05

For the attention of Robin Gilbert
Hi Robin

1. It appears our comments on the principle of developing this greenfield site were not sent
through and these are now set out below.

2. The existing Local Plan shows this as a countryside site and Policy CP14 and associated
ones apply.

3. On the draft Plan submitted to the Planning Inspectorate the site is also shown as within a
proposed extension of the Metropolitan Green Belt so as to protect the setting of West
Malling with its many Listed Buildings and designated Conservation Area. It was also to
prevent the joining up of West and East Malling plus Larkfield/Leybourne to the north.
This proposal had significant public support through the Local Plan Reviews process and it
would be preferable for the issue to be considered by the Examination in Public.

4. 1t should also be recorded the land has been used for arable farming for many years and
this should be taken into account. We believe it is high grade land.

5. Although the illustrative layout plan shows the public paths crossing the site being kept
(which is welcomed) they would cease to be rural countryside public paths.

Regards
Val Severn

Clerk to East Malling and Larkfield Parish Coiuncil
01732 844546



